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From Your Pastor . . . 
 
 Last weekõs bulletin contained a reminder of the way that 

the decoration of the Cathedral provides aids to our prayerful re-

flection and practical examples for our lives as Catholic Christians 

in the world. That reminder: the saints in the ambulatory lancet 

windows. 
 

 Another aid to prayer reflection and a continuing reminder 

regarding practical virtue and grace in our daily lives exists above 

our heads in the Cathedral. I call your attention to the lunettes (the 

half circles) throughout the church. 
 

 In the south ambulatory, behind the pulpit and above the 

Saint Clare window, there is a flaming heart overlaying a cross.  The 

colors are red on blue. It is the symbol for the theological virtue of 

CHARITY. This virtue is bestowed at baptism. It is nourished by the 

Eucharist.  It is the response of faith that hopes in and for God. 
 

 Above the confessional, which is located below the pulpit, 

there is a depiction of a burning lamp and above it are the Greek 

letters CHI-RHO (the symbol for Christ). This is the symbol for Christ, 

the Light of the World. 
 

 Above the south door, the lunette overhead presents a 

chalice set in front of an open book and above the chalice is a hov-

ering flame. This is the symbol for Christ in Word (Scripture) and 

Sacrament (Eucharist). 
 

 The saint window nearest the Nash Chapel (the Madeleine 

Sophie Barat window) helps us locate the lunette above our head.  

There we find a shield with a cross overlaying a sword and above 

this image is a flame of fire. This symbol expresses the instruments 

used in the work of faith. 
 

 The final symbol in the south ambulatory appears in the 

lunette above the archway. This symbol faces the opposite end of 

the ambulatory where the flaming heart overlaying a cross is lo-

cated. We find an anchor, red in color and highlighted by gold out-

line. It hovers over waters and sheds glowing rays. It is the symbol 

for HOPE, a theological virtue, which is sustained by and manifests 

CHARITY. 
 

 In the north ambulatory we find the facing symbols ð a 

cross, red with gold outline, overlaying a book, and a hovering dove.  

The first, located just outside Our Lady of  Nebraska chapel is the 

symbol for faith in Christ and faith in and from the Word (Scripture), 

and the second, the dove at the rear of the church, is the symbol 

for the Holy Spirit. 
 

 Above the baptistery gate is the symbol of praying hands 

with a rosary and a tongue of fire, symbolizing the power of prayer 

through the Holy Spirit. 
 

 Above the saint window at the votive light stand (the Saint 

Mary Euphrasia Pelletier window) is an open book with the Greek 

letter ALPHA and OMEGA (the beginning and the end) symbolizing 

Christ in the Word (Scripture) and in the world as the consuming 

fire of Godõs love. 
 

 Silent sentinels, rich reminders of all that brings us faith 

and sustains us in faith, helpful supports for our journey of faith.  

Just what we need for the holy season of Lent. 
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Sacrificial Giving 
Weekly Offering Needsééééééééé..$14,425 

Weekly Offering (02/21) ....................... ...$12,909 

Childrenõs Collection (02/21).é.é..é..é...é...$20 

Year-to-Date Budget.. ................ .............$486,931 

Year-to-Date Collectionsééé....é..é.é$478,017 

 
 

Gift Bearers 
Saturday, March 6 

5:30 pm John & Judy Wees Family 

Sunday, March 7 

7:30 am     Don & Rita Wall 
 

9:30 am Girl Scout Sunday  
 

11:30 am Barry & Mary Gerken  
 

5:30 pm Michael & Cary Vinci Miloni 

 
Would you, your family or your group like to present 

the gifts? Call Margaret at 390-0662. 

 

Liturgical/Sacramental Life 
 

Sunday Vespers 6:45 pm   Our Lady of Nebraska  

      Chapel 

 

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 

11:45 amñ6:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration 

6:15 pm Benediction (Our Lady of Nebraska Chapel) 

 

For the Hearing Impaired: Please ask an usher 

or greeter for a Hearing Assistance Unit. 

 

Baptismal Instruction: The second Monday of every 

month at 7:00 pm. Pre-registration is required by 

calling the rectory at 551-2313.  

 

Marriage: Parishioners, registered for a minimum of 

one year, are eligible to begin marriage preparation 

at the Cathedral. At least six months of preparation 

prior to your wedding is required by the Archdiocese.  

Music Ministry  
Marie Rubis Bauer 
553-5524 

 
Why do we Sing? òParticularly inspired by sung 

participation,  é the Church leads men and women 

to the faith, freedom and peace of Christ by the 

example of its life and teaching, by the sacraments 

and other means of grace. Its aim is to open up for 

all men a free and sure path to full participation in 

the mystery of Christ..ó ñexcerpted from Sing to the 

Lord: Music in Divine Worship, 2008 (USCCB). 
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Eucharistic Adoration  
What must you do to have life? Before 

all else, the first thing you have to do is 

pray for courage every day to carry the 

cross the Lord has assigned you. Then let each of you 

do your own work really well, the work proper to your 

state, as God wants it, and according to your 

condition, which means according to the spirit of the 

Lord. Blessed Philip Rinaldi (1856-1931), Salesian 

Priest. 

 

Respect For Life  
Please join the National Prayer Campaign of Priests 

for Life. You can download the prayer at 

www.PrayerCampaign.org. Health care reform should 

not include coverage for abortion on demand. Details 

are available at www.PrayerCampaign.org. 
 

Each week you have an opportunity to join other 

people of faith in testimony for the priceless value of 

Life from God. Saturday morning vigil for life: 9:00 

amñ10:00 am, Mission Ave. & Bert Murphy Blvd. 

 

School News 
 

School Childcare 
3869 Webster St. 3869 Webster St. 
Omaha, NE 68131 Omaha, NE 68131 

556-6655 Amy Leone  
www.stcecilia.net 553-1708 

 

 

Parish Life 
 

This Sundayõs Readings 
 

 First Reading:  Gn 15:5-12,17-18  Ps 27:1,7-9,13-14 
 

 Second Reading:  Phil 3:17ñ4:1 
 

 Gospel:  Lk 9:28b-36 

 
 

 

 

 

Whatõs Happening at Saint Cecilia School   
 

*The 4th grade reading classes are celebrating 

reaching their goal of 100 Accelerated Reader 

books read. 
 

* The 5th grade science classes 

studied chemical and physical 

reactions. They created a òlava 

lampó using oil, water, food col-

oring, and Alka-Seltzer.  
 

*The 6th grade finished the novel, The Breadwinner, 

sampled naan bread, and learned a lot about life in 

Afghanistan, the setting of the novel. They received 

new photos from their Peace Corps match volunteer 

in Benin, Brigette Pohren. 
 

*The 7th graders are building biographical websites 

for Black History month by integrating social studies 

and computer skills. 

Stations of the Cross and Pizza on Friday, March 12 
On March 12th the Knights of Columbus invite everyone to the parish 

devotions of 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross followed by a 6:00 pmñ

9:00 pm Lenten supper of cheese or vegetarian pizza and salad in the 

cafeteria. Proceeds will benefit recent immigrants from Karin. Join in 

the Way of the Cross and support the immigrant families as they adapt 

to life in this country.  Pizza is $2 per slice, beverages are available.   

Parish Breakfast is Sunday, March 14 
Enjoy great food with fellow parishioners at the parish breakfast spon-

sored by the Activities Booster Club (ABC) on Sunday, March 14th from 

8:00 amñ12:00 pm in the cafeteria. The breakfast bar includes scram-

bled eggs, toast, bacon, sausage, fruit and baked goods. Adults $6, 

children $3, or family $25.  

Soles 4 SoulsñOmaha to Haiti  
Would you like to help fill a semi-truck with shoes for the people of 

Haiti? This group could especially use participants with organizational, 

internet, and media talent and the ability to interest corporate spon-

sors. For further information please email Soles4soulsomaha-Haiti or 

Virgtardy@gmail.com or call Virginia at 402.598.4302.  

Holy Grounds Meets Tuesday Mornings 
Beginning March 2nd at 6:30 am in the Parish Center dining room join 

the meeting of Holy Grounds menõs group in discussing chapter 1 of 

the book Walking with God. Beginning in March the group will meet 

weekly on Tuesday, rather than every two weeks. Coffee and donuts 

are provided. Questions, please call Steve Countryman at 216-6002.  

Give Hope to Jesus In Disguise: Catholic Relief Services  
Next weekend envelopes will be in the bulletins for use on March 13th 

and 14th, for the annual CRS collection to assist impoverished and 

disadvantaged people overseas. Your gift will support agricultural de-

velopment to strengthen economies and create food sustainability, 

provide outreach services to survivors of human trafficking, and supply 

pastoral care and advocacy for immigrants and refugees. By helping 

the marginalized and impoverished, you give hope to Jesus in disguise. 

Please be charitable in the Catholic Relief Services Collection. 

Mark Your Calendar for Grade School Operetta  
On Wednesday, March 10th grandparents of St. Cecilia students are 

invited to the 1:00 pm performance of Westward Whoa! For this after-

noon performance and the 7:00 pm evening performances on March 

11th and 12th, gift baskets created by each classroom are available 

for purchase in the gym, before and after the Operetta. Proceeds are 

donated to Comedy & Cuisine. Tickets for the operetta are available 

from the grade school or from any student in grades 3ñ8. 



S T .  C E C I L I A  C A T H E D R AL ,  O M A H A ,  N E 

Calendar of Events 
 

Sunday, February 28 

6:45 pm Vespers (OLN Chapel) 

Monday, March 1 

2:00 pm Legion of Mary (PC Conference Room) 

Tuesday, March 2 

5:45 pm KOC Membership Meeting (LAC #1) 

7:00 pm KOC Potluck Dinner (PC Dining Room) 

Wednesday, March 3 

6:30 pm Faith Formation Classes (SCI) 

6:30 pm Cathedral Choir Rehearsal (SCI) 

7:00 pm  Parish Council (PC Conference Room) 

Thursday, March 4 

6:45 pm RCIA (Parish Center Dining Room) 

Friday, March 5 

6:15 pm  Benediction (OLN Chapel) 

Saturday, March 6 

7:00 pm Latin Mass (OLN Chapel) 

Sunday, March 7 

6:45 pm  Vespers (OLN Chapel) 

 

Faith, Fellowship & Formation 

Mass Intentions 

 

Monday, March 1 

7:00 am Fr. McKercher Pat Burleson 

11:15 am Fr. Gutgsell  Joel Kollross À (A) 

Tuesday, March 2 

7:00 am     Fr. McKercher  Tom Morrison À 

11:15 am   Fr. Gutgsell Dennis Brennan À (B) 

Wednesday, March 3 

7:00 am Fr. McKercher Ingrid Erickson 

11:15 am Fr. Gutgsell Stan OõBerg À (B) 

Thursday, March 4 

7:00 am Fr. McKercher Ellen McGinn À 

11:15 am  Fr. Gutgsell Dorothy Lammers 

Friday, March 5 

7:00 am Fr. McKercher Thanksgiving for Godõs Blessings 

10:00 am Fr. Gutgsell Rose Luebbert À 

11:15 am Fr. Gutgsell Edward G. Mahoney À 

Saturday, March 6 

7:30 am Fr. Gutgsell Blake Smola À  

5:30 pm Fr. McKercher Dr. Herbert & Florence SampsonÀ  

7:00 pm  Fr. Gutgsell Extraordinary Rite (Latin) Mass 

Sunday, March 7 

7:30 am Fr. McKercher Our Parishioners 

9:30 am Fr. Gutgsell Tina Becker À 

11:30 am Fr. Gutgsell Victor Hadnot  

5:30 pm Fr. McKercher Candidates & Catechumens 

 

Remember Your Loved Ones 
Prayer Line Requests 
The names of people will be kept on the list for three weeks 

and then removed, unless otherwise specified. 

 

Greg Anderson, Beth Berg, George Rapaich, Virginia Som-

mer, Chris Zyla, parishioners who are homebound and in 

nursing homes and all serving in the armed services. 

 
Openings are available for Mass intentions. Call the rectory 

at 551-2313 to schedule a time. Published Mass intentions 

may be re-assigned in the event of funerals. 

 
Entering the Hospital? If you, or a family member, are enter-

ing the hospital, please notify us so that we may extend care 

to you. Call the Rectory at 551-2313. 

VocationsñTrust The Promise 
In the reign of God love is essential. Loving 

God, self and neighbor is the basis of all Chris-

tian vocations. How do/will you choose to love? 

(Mark 12:28-34). Pray for vocations. Consider 

your life committed to Christ as a priest, 

brother, sister, or deacon. Contact the Director of Vocations, 

Fr. Paul Hoesing at 558-3100 or see the vocations office 

website www.archomaha.com.  

Lenten Reconciliation Opportunities 
 

Monday through Friday, February 18thñMarch 31st, 7:45 

amñ8:15 am and from 5:30 pmñ6:00 pm.  
 

All Saturdays through March 27th, from 4:00 pmñ5:00 pm. 
 

Fridays in Lent 
On Friday March 5, 12, and 19 the Stations of 

the Cross will be prayed at 5:30 pm in the Nave. 

There are no 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross on 

March 26th. 

Upcoming Classes at St. Cecilia Institute  
 

Catholic Art History 
 

 

Church history is brought to light by reflecting on the Catho-

lic art historical tradition. Six Tuesdays, March 2ndñApril 

13th from 9:00 amñ10:30 am, no class on April 6th. Louise 

Joyner, M.A is the instructor. Fee of $75 includes texts.   
 

Genesis 
 

Introductory discussion and lecture on the main themes of 

Genesis, topics include the creation stories, Noahõs ark and 

the life of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. 

Six Thursdays, March 4ñApril 15, 9:00ñ11:00 am, no class 

on April 1st. Alan Hardy, M. Div. is the instructor. Fee is $30.  

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 
You are invited to spend time in Eucharistic Adoration on 

Friday, March 5th, the First Friday of the month. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed in Our Lady of Nebraska 

Chapel from 11:45 amñ6:00 pm. The Adoration hours will 

close with Benediction at 6:15 pm. 
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Cathedral Arts Project 
3900 Webster St. 

Omaha, NE 68131 

551-4888 

www.cathedralartsproject.org 
 

Cultural Center Gift Shop and Sunderland Gallery 
The Gift Shop is open Tuesday through Friday 11:00 amñ4:00 

pm, Saturday 8:00 amñ1:00 pm and the third Sunday of each 

month from 10:30 amñ4:00 pm. 
 

You are invited to visit the Cultural Center and explore the 

history of the Cathedral and Omahaõs religious heritage in the 

Sheehan Museum. The Sunderland Gallery exhibit is the 

sculpture of Randy Covey in collaboration with Mike Burt and 

clay-works by Dan Toberer. The Cultural Center is located in the 

building directly east of the Cathedral. 

Please remember Saint Cecilia Cathedral 
in your will.  

Parish Life,  Continued 
 

 
 

 

During Lent Remember Priests In Your Prayers 
The Year for Priests is June 19, 2009ñJune 19, 2010.  At 

Cathedral and throughout the archdiocese we are blessed 

to have dedicated, God-loving priests leading us in worship 

and ministering to the needs of the faithful.  
 

Dear Lord, we pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her man-

tle around your priests and through her intercession 

strengthen them for their ministry. We pray that Mary will 

guide your priests to follow her own words, òDo whatever He 

tells youó (Jn 2:5). May your priests have the heart of St. 

Joseph, Maryõs most chaste spouse. May the Blessed 

Motherõs own pierced heart inspire them to embrace all 

who suffer at the foot of the cross. May your priests be holy, 

filled with the fire of your love, seeking nothing but your 

greater glory and the salvation of souls. Amen. 


